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The National Curriculum 

English is separated into 3 topics –
reading, writing and SPAG

Expectations are now higher

For Year 5: All three topics are teacher 
assessed. 

For Year 6: KS2 SATs tests provide the 
basis of assessment in Reading and 
SPAG and a teacher assessment will be 
submitted for writing. 



If your child is in Year 6…
The KS2 SATs are currently scheduled for 

Monday 9th May – Thursday 12th May 2022

Likely dates, but these may change*:

 Monday 9th: SPAG Test- Grammar/Punctuation- 45 minutes

 Monday 9th: SPAG Test- Spelling- 20 minutes. Aural test with 20 words. 

 Tuesday 10th: Reading Test- 60 minutes. 

 Wednesday 11th: Maths Paper 1 (Arithmetic)- 30 mins, 40 marks

 Wednesday 11th: Maths Paper 2 (Reasoning)- 40 mins, 35 marks

 Thursday 12th: Maths Paper 3 (Reasoning)- 40 mins, 35 marks

*The government has hinted that it may alter the dates of the tests. 



The National Curriculum

In KS2, the students learn to change the way 

they speak and write to suit different 

situations, purposes and audiences. They 

plan, compose and edit their writing to 

improve their work. They develop longer 

fiction and non-fiction writing through 

extended writing across different subject 

areas. They read in a range of contexts 

across all subject areas. 



At Bessemer…

 We teach a half an hour reading lesson each day which focuses 
on comprehension, inference and authorial intent. These skills all 
link directly to the SATs tests taken in Year 6. 

 Sometimes reading lessons are ‘Guided Reading’ and sometimes 
they are ‘Reading Comprehension’. There are more Reading 
Comprehension lessons than Guided Reading lessons in Year 6. 

 We teach an 1 hour writing lesson each day. This lesson has a 
specific SPAG and spelling focus, which is often at practised at the 
start, and is usually linked to the writing topic.

 In writing lessons, the children are taught a wide range of genres.

 These writing lessons are linked to the children’s current topic e.g. 
The Romans or Ancient Greece. 

 We also use some topic and science lessons in the afternoon to 
practise and apply skills taught in writing lessons.



Reading

Just because children can read words, it doesn’t mean they can read!

Children need to be able to comment on:

 Language.

 Make predictions.

 Use inference.

 Answer reading comprehension questions.

 Relate to personal experiences.

 Ask questions to improve their understanding.

 Make comparisons within and across texts.



Sample reading questions from Year 6 SATs:







How you can help...

1.Enjoy books!

2.Tell them stories! Read together. Listen to them read. Discuss the 

story ‘causally’ 

3.Visit the library.

4.Listen to audio books; discuss interesting television shows and 

documentaries. Use same techniques as ‘reading’

5.Encourage your child to retell their stories to you.

6.Ask your child their opinion on important real-world issues. 

Reading



How you can help...

 Inference / Evaluate 

 Summarising 

 Prediction

 Encourage your children to justify, back up or ‘give evidence’ for 

their answer.

 E.g. I believe she is brave and determined character. She is brave 

as she escaped the terrible situation she was in even though it 

risked punishment. She is also very determined which is shown 

by her wanting to return to her home country and set up schools 

despite the risks involved.

Reading



How you can help...
 What do you think will happen next? Why?

 How would describe this character? Why

 Would you like to be friends with ______? Why?

 Do they remind you of an other character?

 Do you think that was the correct thing to do? / What would you 

have done?

 How is their relationship/opinion of each other/friendship 

changing?

 Why do you think the author used this word/phrase?

 What does XXXX mean? Can you use the sentence to work it

out? 

 Find a word that means… (‘Find and copy’ comes up a lot!)

Reading



SPAG

 Spelling is important 

 Children are expected to be able to spell the words on the Year 

3/4/5/6 spelling lists 

 Children are expected to know and use all punctuation by the end of 

year 6

. ABC ! ? , “ ”  …   : ; - ()

 Children are expected to know the names of and how to use a wide 

range of grammatical terms

 Children are encouraged to use punctuation to shape mood and 

tone (especially for 5EE / 6EE)

 There is also a spelling and grammar test as part of SATs 





Sample SPAG questions from Year 6 SATs:



Sample SPAG questions from Year 6 SATs:



Sample SPAG questions from Year 6 SATs:



Active: subject is performing 

the action (and is usually 

mentioned first!)

Passive: subject is having 

something done to it (and is 

usually mentioned second!)

Sample SPAG questions from Year 6 SATs:



Subjunctive form:

• Used to express wishes / hopes / commands / 

demands / suggestions!

• Old fashioned!

• To make a verb subjunctive…

- Remove final ‘s’ (i.e. I suggest he writes to 

her)

- Use ‘were’ instead of ‘was’ (i.e. I wish I were

able to fly)

- Use ‘they be’ instead of ‘they were’ i.e. I 

suggest that they be told immediately. 

Sample SPAG questions from Year 6 SATs:



Sample SPAG 
questions 
from Year 6 
SATs:



Writing

The curriculum outlines these areas for the teaching of writing:

1.Planning and drafting

2.Composition

3.Punctuation

4.Spelling and Grammar

5.Handwriting and presentation.



Writing

Planning and drafting

 write notes, develop ideas, change ideas, proofread, 

discuss and evaluate their own and other’s writing. 

Composition 

 the writing process; developing sentences; using ‘wow 

words’ or ambitious vocabulary; using different sentence 

openers and conjunctions; showing the features of the 

text; creating atmosphere.  



Text Types Studied

Fiction

 stories

 plays

 poems

 diary entries

 letters

 recounts

 play scripts

Non-Fiction

 reports

 recounts

 explanations

 instructions

 Persuasive 

arguments



Feedback

 We have a whole school marking policy which 
ensures children receive daily feedback and 
opportunities to extend their learning.

 Marking/responding has a heavy focus on 
editing in Year 5 & 6. 

 Every lesson has a clear LQ and success 
criteria which give students clear steps to 
achieve the outcome.

 Children respond to marking 
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Our marking policy



This is how we might teach a typical English 

lesson in Year 5/6…

First, we might show a particular picture as stimuli (this will usually link 

to the current topic) e.g. …



Then, we generate simple 

sentences together as a class...

birds were soaring

Can you add an adverbial opener to this?

An adverbial opener might refer to the time or place where the action is occurring.

Above the rooftops, birds were soaring. 

Now we need to add some context or extra information using a subordinating 
conjunction e.g.

which    when    while    however    because

Can you put the parts together to make a complex sentence?

Then, we add to the sentences 

together using SPAG...



Open with a verb?

Open with a conjunction?

Open with an adjective phrase? 

Add a relative clause? 

Change the verb tense from active to passive?

Now that you’ve written a complex 

sentence which opens with an adverbial of 

place and has a subordinate clause which 

is opened by a subordinating conjunction, 

can you change the order of the sentence 

to –

Soaring above the rooftops, birds were looking for food.

While looking for food, birds were soaring above the rooftops.

Concerned about finding a meal, birds were soaring above the rooftops.

Soaring above the rooftops, which were blackened from the city’s smog, 

birds were looking for food.

We continue to add to the sentences 

together using more complex SPAG...



Resources and support

 You can find revision guides online through 
Amazon/WHSmith/Waterstones etc. 

 www.satspapers.org

 There is also an abundance of ready made 
resources for free online.


