
Maths in Reception 
at Bessemer  

By Laura Dunphy



 To get an insight into how Maths is taught.

 To outline the different stages in maths development 

through the year. 

 To develop confidence in helping your child at home.

Aims



Number
Children at the expected level of development will:
 Have a deep understanding of number to 10, including

the composition of each number;

 Subitise (recognise quantities without counting) up to 5;

 Automatically recall (without reference to rhymes, counting or 
other aids) number bonds up to 5 (including subtraction facts) 
and some number bonds to 10, including double facts.

Numerical patterns 
 Verbally count beyond 20, recognising the pattern of the 

counting system. 

 Compare quantities up to 10 in different contexts, recognising 
when one quantity is greater than, less than or the same as the 
other quantity. 

 Explore and represent patterns within numbers up to 10, 
including evens and odds, double facts and how quantities can 
be distributed equally.

Number Expectation



Concrete Pictorial Abstract 
Approach



Representing numbers



 I can line the objects up

 I can touch and count each object one at a time

 I can count aloud

 I know when I finish counting that is the total amount

 I can check by recounting

Counting strategies 



Recognising amounts



Understanding that the total stays the 
same even when the objects move 



 true and false statements eg adding one to a number 
always makes it smaller

 spotting incorrect maths eg 1, 2, 3, 4, 6, 5, 7, 8, 9, 10

 explaining how we know something or how we worked 
it out

Reasoning



 The main focus is the development of children’s 
knowledge and use of the number sequence from 
one to five, and the recognition of the numbers 1 to 5.

 This focuses on the development of children’s ability 
to count up to five objects and to recognise, without 
counting, sets of one, two or three objects

Autumn term
Number words and numerals

Counting sets



Remember to keep maths practical and fun!

How can you help at home?



 Focuses on the development of children’s knowledge 
of the number sequence from one to ten and 
recognition of the numerals 1 to 10

 Concentrates on extending children’s counting skills 
to enable them to count up to ten objects, actions or 
sounds accurately

Spring term
Number words and numerals

Counting sets



Remember to keep maths practical and fun!

How can you help at home?
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Addition 



Addition 



Addition 



Subtraction 



Subtraction 



Subtraction 



Remember to keep maths practical and fun!

How can you help at home?



 Extends the range of numbers that children can 
confidently use, including zero and numbers to 20

 Focuses on extending children’s counting skills to 
enable them to count up to ten objects accurately, in 
any arrangement.  Doubling and halving amounts as 
well as sharing.

Summer term
Number words and numerals

Counting sets



Remember to keep maths practical and fun!

How can you help at home?



Sorting 



Positional language and Shape

Under
Over  

Through 

Circle
Square

Rectangle
Sides 

Corners 



Time



Weight and Capacity

Full or empty?

Heavy or light?

Float or sink?



Size – length, height and distance

Tall or short?

Long or 
short?

Big, middle sized or small?



Patterns



Online learning



Questions?


