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Reading Workshop 

• Big Cat Reading Scheme

• Phonics 

• Supporting Reading at Home

• Reading Expectations

• Useful Websites



Big Cat Reading



Phonics

Phase 5 Sounds

If your child is still sounding out words please 

read through the story 3 times, first to practice 

phonics, second to gain fluency and third to 

ensure understanding.



Supporting Reading at Home

Recall Questions

• Where does the story take place?

• Who are the characters in the book?

Application Questions

• Can you think of another story that has 
a similar theme? E.g. good vs evil or 
weak vs strong.

• What other authors have you read that 
write in a similar style? E.g. multiple 
perspectives, flashbacks.

Analytical Questions

• What do you think the character is 
going to do?

• What synonyms could the writer have 
used to replace this word? Why do you 
think they chose this word?

Proven power of reading

•Reading for pleasure is more important for children's cognitive development than their 

parents' level of education and is a more powerful factor in life achievement than socio-

economic background. 6

16-year-olds who choose to read books for pleasure outside of school are more likely to 

secure managerial or professional jobs in later life. 7

•Having books in the home is associated with both reading enjoyment and confidence. Of 

children who report having fewer than 10 books in their homes, 42% say they do not like 

reading and only 32% say they are 'very confident' readers. For children who report 

having over 200 books at home, only 12% say they do not like reading and 73% consider 

themselves 'very confident' readers. 8

•Children who read books often at age 10 and more than once a week at age 16 gain 

higher results in maths, vocabulary and spelling tests at age 16 than those who read less 

regularly. 9

The Reading Agency

https://readingagency.org.uk/about/impact/002-reading-facts-1/reading-facts.html#fn6
https://readingagency.org.uk/about/impact/002-reading-facts-1/reading-facts.html#fn7
https://readingagency.org.uk/about/impact/002-reading-facts-1/reading-facts.html#fn8
https://readingagency.org.uk/about/impact/002-reading-facts-1/reading-facts.html#fn9




Useful Websites

• https://www.thereaderteacher.com/

• https://storylineonline.net/

• https://literacytrust.org.uk/parents-and-
families/

•
https://www.booktrust.org/familyresource
s/

• Reading Eggs

https://www.thereaderteacher.com/
https://storylineonline.net/
https://literacytrust.org.uk/parents-and-families/
https://www.booktrust.org/familyresources/


If you have any questions or queries about reading at 
home please ask your child’s class teacher or email 
me.

akershaw@bessemergrange.southwark.sch.uk


