
Reading and Writing Mnemonics 
 

Year 
Group 

Mnemonic for 
Reading 

 Mnemonic for 
Writing 

 

From 
Nursery 

 

From Summer term (if 
children are ready to 

read CVC words 

 

Oral segmenting of 
word of syllables 

through games from 
Spring term- start 

with own name, then 
class names 

  

 

From Summer- for 
verbal segmenting 
only… beginning to 
count the sounds 

The first few weeks should focus on recapping strategies taught in previous years 
From 

Reception 

 

From the beginning 
when teacher modelling 

reading. 
 

Child- from phase 3 
phonics  

From beginning of 
Reception- teacher 

modelling and 
children supported 

write 

 

From the beginning 
when teacher modelling 
reading. Does it sound 

right? 
 
Child- from phase 3 

phonics 
 

 Teacher models 
segmenting words into 
syllables for writing 
from Autumn term. 

 
From Spring term 

children applying in 
supported writing 

 

From phase 3 sounds 
(Autumn 2) and/or 
from phase 2 tricky 

words 

  

 

Modelled later on in 
phase 3 (Spring term) 

  

The first few weeks should focus on recapping strategies taught in previous years 
From Year 1 
and beyond 

 

From phase 3   

 

For your frustrated 
readers.. skip the word 
they are stuck on and 

come back to it 

  

 

 

For phase 5/6 to flip 
the sounds 

  

 


