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                                                                              Dates for your Diary                              Friday 11th July 2025 
 

Term Dates 2024-25       

                                     
                                                         

Summer Term Diary Dates: 
 

13.07.25 – F@B raffle prize draw (see F@B update for details) 
14.07.25 – Children meet their new teacher 
15.07.25 – House winners’ trips 
16.07.25 – Year 6 production, 6pm 
17.07.25 – Reception to Year 1 transition meeting for parents / carers, 9.15am 
17.07.25 – Carnival, 2pm 
18.07.25 – Year 6 Airthrill trip 
19.07.25 – Summer Fair 12-3pm 
21.07.25 – Year 6 graduation. 2pm 
21.07.25 – Year 6 disco, 5.30 – 7pm 
21.07.25 – Class parties, pm (non-uniform day except Year 6) 
22.07.25 – Last day of term, 2pm finish (no After School Club) 
 

 



News and Reminders 
School Data 
 

While we assess children’s progress and attainment continuously throughout their time at school, there are 
various points at which data is collected and shared beyond the school. These include the GLD (Good Level of 
Development) at the end of Reception, the phonics check in Year 1, the times table check in Year 4 and the 
Year 6 SATs.  As a proudly inclusive school with children with a wide range of starting points and diverse 
needs, we know that these assessments do not reflect every child’s achievements and we celebrate every 
child’s individual progress against their own targets. However, we are also very proud of the outcomes we 
have achieved and are pleased to be able to share all of Bessemer’s data for this year, with our data from last 
year and the national levels for comparison. As this year’s national data is not all available yet we are using 
some 2024 and 2023 data for comparison, however this tends not to vary by more than around 1% each 
year. You will see that Bessemer data is significantly above national averages in all areas and above our own 
data from last year in nearly all areas. This is a reflection of the hard work and dedication of all of our 
wonderful teaching and support staff, and of course the hard work of the children – well done Bessemer! 

 

 % of children achieving the expected standard 

 Bessemer 2025 Bessemer 2024 National Average 2024 

GLD (end of Reception) 75% 77%              67.7%   

Phonics Check (Year 1) 92% 89%               80%   

 

 
Times Table Check (Year 

4) 

Average Score out of 25 

Bessemer 2025 Bessemer 2024 National Average 2024 

23.1 21.7 20.6 

 

 
KS2 SATs 

% of children achieving the expected 
standard 

% of children achieving the higher standard 

Bessemer 
2025 

Bessemer 
2024 

National 
2025 

Bessemer 
2025 

Bessemer 
2024 

National 
2023 

Reading 90% 82% 75% 68% 54% 29% 

Writing 81% 77% 72% 29% 25% 13% 

Spelling, 
Punctuation 

and Grammar 

91% 86% 73% 59% 56% 30% 

Maths 88% 86% 74% 55% 48% 24% 

Reading, 
Writing and 

Maths 

78% 75% 62% 29%   

Science 92% 89% 82%    

 
Carnival 
  
 
             
 
 
 

     
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

Next Thursday is our Bessemer Carnival! Children have been hard 
at work making props and costumes and practising their Carnival 
songs.  
 

We will be setting off from the road outside the school gates at 
2pm, we will parade up Woodfarrs to the circle and then back 
down Dylways to school. Children in Early Years will take a shorter 
route as shown in yellow on the map. We will then head to the 
field where children will perform their Carnival songs. Please come 
and join us on our parade and on the field and help create a 
Carnival atmosphere! 
 

 

 



News and Reminders 
 
Eid celebration 
 

Last Friday we enjoyed a wonderful Eid celebration after school. Once again F@B and our Bessemer 
community brought everyone together for a really lovely event. The food was fantastic and everyone 
enjoyed relaxing and eating in the sunshine. Huge thanks to everyone involved!  
           
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                                                                          

 
Class Parties 
 

All children except Year 6 will be having their class parties on Monday 21st. Children can wear their own 
clothes to school on this day. Please ask your child or their teacher about donations of food and drink for the 
parties. Please remember we do not serve pork products, anything containing nuts, un-cut grapes or fizzy 
drinks.  
 

As Year 6 have their graduation on Monday 21st they will not be having class parties and still need to wear 
their uniform to school that day. However, they have their disco that evening, so they still have the chance 
to get dressed up! 
 
Year 6 Fun! 
 

As they approach the end of their time at Bessemer, the Year 6 children have been hard at work making 
memories! This week they made s’mores in the nature garden: 
 

                                    
 

 

 

 

  



News and Reminders 
 
House Winners 

This term’s Gem House winners are Diamonds! All the children in Diamonds will be celebrating 

with a trip to the park on Tuesday. If your child is in Diamonds, please give permission for this on Parentmail. 
 
Inclusion Hub Website Update 
 

We’re pleased to let you know that the Inclusion Hub on our website has recently been updated. We 
encourage all parents and carers to take a moment to explore the site and share any feedback - email 
lknight@gemfed.co.uk If there is anything you feel should be added or information you’d find helpful; we’d 
love to hear from you. 
 

As part of the update, we’ve added two new tabs: Transition and Social Stories/Scripts. Each of the original 
sections has also been refreshed, with new resources and attachments – particularly in the FAQs section. 
Your input is incredibly valuable in helping us ensure the Inclusion Hub remains a helpful and relevant 
resource for our school community. 
 

                                                         
 
Access the inclusion hub here: https://www.thegemfederation.co.uk/bessemer-primary/learning-hub/our-
curriculum/send/  
 
  

Family Support 

           

Please use this link to see the Mental Health Support Team’s Summer newsletter, containing details of 
activities for children and support for teenagers and adults:  
https://www.thegemfederation.co.uk/bessemer-primary/learning-hub/our-curriculum/send/social-
emotional-and-mental-health?stage=Stage 
 
Use this link to find out more about Southwark’s Summer of Food and Fun, providing free meals and 
childcare over the summer to eligible families: 
https://www.eequ.org/southwarkfoodandfun?utm_content=&utm_medium=email&utm_name=&utm_sou
rce=govdelivery&utm_term=  
 
Find out about grants to help buy secondary school uniform here: 
https://www.southwark.gov.uk/schools-and-education/financial-support-school-age-children/school-
uniform-grants  
 
There are also some new flyers at the end of the newsletter, please have a look.  
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Sharing Children’s Learning 
Demonstrating our core value of being Connected to the Community and Creative and Practical  

 
This week children from Nursery to Year 6 took part in sports days. Everyone had a great time, taking part in 
a range of activities and enjoying a picnic lunch on the field with family and friends. Thank you to everyone 
who came to join us and a huge well done to Jack and Fiona for organising brilliant events! The names of the 
Key Stage One event winners are on the celebrations page of this newsletter. As the Key Stage Two event 
was cut very slightly short due to the high temperature and lack of shade on the field we will be running the 
final event, the relay race, in school next week and will then share the list of all the KS2 event winners in next 
week’s newsletter. For now, here are some photos of the three sports days: 
 

          
     

        
 
       
 
 
   



 

  

Sharing Children’s Learning 
Demonstrating our core value of being Connected to the Community and Creative and Practical  

 

             

 

              

 

         

 

                
 
 

 
 



 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

  

Word of the Week 
 
Word of the Week is all about developing children’s vocabularies by increasing the number of words they 
know and use. Making these challenging words part of their vocabulary improves children’s speaking and 
listening, reading and writing skills.   
 

The Word of the Week next week is explode. Please help your child to find out the meaning of the word and 
try using it in different ways in sentences.  
 

Try to use the word of the week as much as possible so that it becomes part of your child’s vocabulary. 
Children will receive gems in school for using the word in their speech and writing and for explaining its 
meaning and origin.  
 

F@B update - very BIG thank yous! 
 

So many people in our community give their time to support the school and to bring us all together and 
celebrate the wider Bessemer family.  
THANK YOU ALL! 
Eid Celebration  
We want to thank the amazing Eid celebration volunteers and cooks. They put in hours of work, cooked 

huge pans of biryani, daal, curry, jollof, puff-puff and jerk chicken! And it all sold in about an hour 😋 Thank 
you Amie, Luba, Marzya, Yandire, Amina, Elizabeth, Kerefah, Nafisah, Nikki and Nicola!  
And thank you to our bake sale stall volunteers Anna and Beth, plus the bakers of some very delicious Eid 
celebration cakes. 
We raised an amazing £600! 
Sports day treats! 
A massive thanks also to Anna B for her amazing salad fundraiser for the school and thank you to 
all the bakers again. Those cakes were delicious! 

 

Online Safety Tip of the Week 

 
Online Gaming and Neurodivergence: 
 

In April, Internet Matters, in partnership with Roblox, published a report of their study about neurodivergent 
young people's relationships to online gaming. 
 

The report found that neurodivergent young people spend a lot of time playing online games: 93% play 
Roblox, over 9 in 10 are playing video games with other people online, over 9 in 10 are playing video games 
by themselves offline and more than 4 in 5 are making their own content online, e.g. livestreaming 
themselves as they game. 
 

They found that there were lots of benefits for young people from gaming online (it makes them happy, 
improves communication and they make friends online), and that most young people had an awareness of 
online safety and how to get help.  The findings helped Internet Matters and Roblox find better ways to 
support young people and their carers to stay safe while gaming online. 
 

Here are some short videos, aimed at young people who are neurodivergent, to help understand how to stay 
safe online: 
https://www.youtube.com/shorts/AOXJJN-m4Yg 
 

A more detailed summary, and the full report, can be found at: 
https://www.internetmatters.org/hub/research/neurodivergent-young-peoples-experience-video-games/ 

https://www.youtube.com/shorts/AOXJJN-m4Yg
https://www.internetmatters.org/hub/research/neurodivergent-young-peoples-experience-video-games/


 

 

 

 

 

 

   

Have a great weekend! 
 

Elizabeth 
 

                                           Celebrations!                                                                       
  

 

KS1 Sports Day Event Winners 
 
 

 Javelin Long 
distance 

run 

Target 
throw 

Standing 
long 
jump 

Sprint Speed 
Bounce 

Best 
Effort 

(throughout 
The day) 

1ST Safiyatu James Samuel Alden  Rudy Atreen 
Maya 

 

1JM Isaac Nickell Gabriel Isaac  Ben Abigail 
Olivia 

 
1NS T’mari Marlow Ava Liam Arlo S 

(yr 1 
winner) 

Louie Dylan 
Ava 

2SD Fred Arabella Jolyon Jeremiah  Jolyon Georgios 
Jennyfer 

 

2LT Teo Eve Jasper Ruona Josiah 
(yr 2 

winner) 

Josiah Lucy 
Edward 

 

 

                     Look out for the KS2 winners next week! 
 

                                                                  
  
 
       
 
                                                                                                   
                    

 



 

       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

To book spaces please click the link below; 
 

https://sports-focus-coaching.classforkids.io/camp/160 
 

If you have any questions or would like more information, please get in touch. 
 

Email: bookings@sportsfocusuk.co.uk 

Phone: 07946 007 937 

Website: www.sportsfocusuk.co.uk 

 

We can't wait to welcome your child/children 

to camp this summer, where they'll stay active, build confidence, and make great 
memories. 

 

Here are some quotes from Bessemer pupils and parents who have attended before 

😊 
 

"Best camp ever, lots of fun stuff every day and sometimes we get ice lollies to take home" 
 

"My children have loved their time spent at your holiday camp. They were made to feel very 
welcome by all the lovely staff. They loved the activities- the Olympic games and seed 

planting especially. 
Thank you once again, we will be back in the future!" 

 
"Hi Sports Focus Coaching Team, 

My son had a great week with your team at camp. He loved playing a lot of games and sport 
activities, such as dodgeball, football, bench ball, nerf guns, and infinity tag. He liked Coach 

Noah and Coach Max. He made many friends from the camp. 
The Coaching Team is highly professional and motivated. I would be very grateful to book 

this camp for my son next time." 
 
  

Sports Focus Camps at Bessemer 

 

We are excited to announce that Sports Focus will be running 
summer camp at Bessemer for 5 weeks! 

 

Our camps are designed to engage, entertain, and inspire - 
providing children with a variety of fun, active, and inclusive 

experiences throughout the day. 
With a mix of sports, games, and creative activities, there's 

something for every child to enjoy 💥 
 

Camp is subject to us achieving a minimum number of children signing up each day (18) If this number 
is not achieved for more than 3 consecutive days, we won’t be able to run and will provide families 
with 5-7 days' notice and offer full refunds/credit. Our intention is to run for every day we advertise 
and provide as much notice as possible if a camp can’t go ahead to not inconvenience those families 

who have signed up. 
 
 

https://sports-focus-coaching.classforkids.io/camp/160
mailto:bookings@sportsfocusuk.co.uk
http://www.sportsfocusuk.co.uk/


From SSFA, providers of Bessemer’s after school 

football clubs: 

  



 
From Lighthouse, the company that runs the 
popular Drama and LAMDA after school club 

providers at Bessemer: 
 

 

  



 

  



 

  



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

  



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  

 



 


